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Model of a Person with Integrity


Characteristics which have been the focus of philosophers for 


2,000 + years 

Review of the Characteristics:


1.  Awareness – own values & values of others


2.  Ability to Communicate – own values & values of others


3.  Evaluate short- and long-term consequences of ethical issues: 


Being aware of and recognizing S&L consequences, so can 


make an evaluation in a systematic way = decision theory


4.  Genuine respect for self and others


5.  Genuinely values self and others – able to create & maintain 


positive, healthy relationships.


6.  Values & lives a Virtuous life – courage, compassion, conviction, 


honesty, humility, empathy, balance/harmony to name a few


7.  Fairness 


8.  Understanding of professional ethics – see our Ethical Toolbox 


we build all semester long.


Focus of Chapter 3:  #3-6 above.

RESPECT FOR OTHERS

Ethical decision-making: Maria’s neighbors example (49-50)


2 basics being shown in the Maria’s neighbors example:


1.  In making ethical decisions: some neighbors considered the


consequences of their actions & other neighbors the intentions of their 
actions.


2.  FOR KANT:  In making ethical decisions: we are basically 


concerned with right intentions and right principles.

IMPORTANT NOTE:  Difference between Kant’s Approach and the Utilitarians when we are determining what the ethical action is to take:


KANT says that we are concerned and focused on the Right 

Intentions and Right Principles 


The Utilitarians say we should focus on the Consequences

Kant’s approach: the Categorical Imperative, form #1


“Act only according to that maxim (principle) by which you can at 

the same time will that it would become a universal law.” (50)

According to the CI #1, we should:


Act from principle, not just consequences --- and with,


1.  “Right intention” =  “I intend to act according to the right kind of moral



principle” (one that all rational folks would accept as applying 


to all persons).

AND


2.  “Right principle” which is both Universal and Reversible:



Universal = applies to ALL humans (one that rational folks would 


agree applies to all of us)



Reversible = I recognize and accept the principle also applies to me


Example: Maria’s neighbors’ basic moral principle = “help others”(50)



Principle is both universal and reversible




“I would want help, so I accept the duty to help others.” (51)


In other words = ‘help others’ is:



A UNIVERSAL principle because rational folks would agree that 


this should apply to all persons.

AND



A reversible principle because I also accept that the principle ‘help 


others’ applies to me and so I have a duty to help others as well.


Kant: Categorical Imperative, form #2


“Act so that you treat humanity, whether in your own person or in that of another, always as an end and never as a means only.” (51)

According to CI #2, we should:   See others and yourself as:  
(1)  moral equals – intrinsic value of others who are entitled to respect --- each has aspects of Personhood:  cognitive aspects (reasoning, self-reflection, sense of morality) and non-cognitive aspects (emotional life and faculties of spiritedness like courage, compassion, conviction from Chapter 1), 

AND 

(2) persons not to be treated as a means to your own ends. In other words, don’t ‘use’ other people … and don’t allow yourself to be used.
Decision Procedure 1: Universality Test


1.  What are the morally relevant features of the situation/issue?


2.  What are the principles that apply to this situation? Eg: Be honest, 

Don’t cheat, Don’t steal ... )


3.  Do the principles fit with CI#1 (the U/R Test)?

4.  Apply the principles that pass both of these TESTS … the U/R and 
Respect Tests.

Decision Procedure 2: Respect Test


1.  How are persons being treated? 



Treated as intrinsically valuable or only as a means? how so?


2.  Are persons being treated as moral equals? how so or not?


3.  What actions must be changed in order for persons to be 

treated as with respect --- to not be used as a means only and to be 

valued because of their personhood? (CI#2)
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